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Kitchener’s journey 
to Continuous 
Sidewalks

1. Setting the 
vision

2. Developing 
technical details

3. Real-world 
application



1. Setting the 
vision

“Every street in 
Kitchener is safe, 
comfortable and 
convenient for all.”

“Assign priority to 
pedestrians and 
cyclists, through design 
cues.” 



2. Developing 
technical details





3. Real-
world 
application





Raised, through sidewalk

No curb radii

Continuous curb

Catch basins

TWSI

Curb extensions





Lessons Learned So Far



Existing Conditions
• Standard designs are an ideal installation

• Existing conditions must dictate elements of the design

• Major street boulevard width - unusually wide or 
narrow boulevards?

• Slopes on roadway or boulevards?

• Constraints might limit your ability to meet standards but 
you can still have a successful continuous sidewalk.



River Road / Conway Drive



“Paper” Design Standard



River Road / Conway Drive



When Paper Design meets Existing Conditions



River Road / Conway Drive



Maintenance Considerations



What Minimum Maintenance 
Standards govern these designs?

Before After



Minimum Maintenance Standards – The MMS

Sidewalks

Prevent Icy 

Conditions 
Address Icy 

Conditions

Plow to under 8cm of 

snow



Winter Maintenance



Maintenance 

of Continuous 

Sidewalks-

Conway 



Winter Maintenance

Highland Avenue



Maintenance of 
Continuous 
Sidewalks/ Cycle 
Track – Highland 
Road



Summer Maintenance



• May need different equipment and new 
maintenance strategies = 
BUDGET/RESOURCES

• Include operations staff early in the planning 
phases

Maintenance Considerations



Positive 
Feedback



Final Thoughts
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