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Good morning, I am the Manager of the Electrical and Traffic group of the Transportation Services Department of York RegionI am here to present the challenges of implementing the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act.



Accessibility for Ontarians with 
Disabilities Act (AODA) Legislation 
• Applies to: 

• “Extensive” work 
• Newly constructed or redeveloped public spaces 

• Does not apply to: 
• Maintenance 

• When practical: 
• Not at dual lefts 
• Not at temporary traffic control signals 

• No deadline for complete implementation 
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The following is a summary from York Region Legal of the AODA and Regulation 191/11 thereunder: Section 1 defines the purpose of the Act – which discusses enforcing standards to provide accessibility on or before January 1, 2025. Section 1.3 requires compliance with the standard within the time period set out in the standard. Section 80.2 of the Regulation provides that unless otherwise specified this standard applies only to newly construction or redeveloped public spaces.Section 80.5 requires that designated public sector organization, of which the Region is one, comply with the regulation related to the Public Spaces standard by January 1, 2016.Section 80.21 related to exterior paths of travel also states that it applies only to newly construction or redeveloped exterior paths of travel. The general exceptions should also be noted, particularly section 80.31 (6) related to constraints on a site that may prohibit the required accessibility standard being met.



Dufferin Street at Kirby Road - Before 
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Early attempt in Vaughan



Dufferin Street at Kirby Road - After 



Bathurst Street at Tower Hill - Before 
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Richmond Hill



Bathurst Street at Tower Hill - After 



Improving As We Go 

Weston Road at Chatfield Drive – Recent Installation 



What Constitutes AODA Elements 
at Signalized Intersections 
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Accessible Pedestrian SignalsTactile PlatesRamps



Accessible Pedestrian Signals 

• Raised tactile arrow points  
in the direction of the pedestrian 
crossing 

• Arrow vibrates when activated 
(after holding button for 3 seconds) 

• “Cuckoo” for north-south 
• “Chirp” for east-west 
• Locator tone on rapidway and  

by request 
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Set back 1.5 metres from the back of curb, on separate polesRapidway and isolated locationsSame pole sometimesComplaint based



Tactile Walking Surface Indicators 

• Cast iron plates inlaid into concrete 
• Set back from the back of curb 
• Intended to be detectable under foot when walking 
• Cast iron will become rust coloured (patina) over time 
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At least three manufactures of tactile platesNeenahDuralast – EJ FoundryTuftile - LecolNon directional



Curb Ramps 

Until recently, York Region’s standard was to have 
pedestrian crossings meet at a common curb ramp 
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Curb ramps must now be separated by directionYR tries to align the ramp with the pedestrian crossing, following a meeting with representatives of CNIBModify for rural and areas of minimal property
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Major Mackenzie Drive at Melville Avenue.The grey / black is the existing intersection.  The red represents the work completed to bring the intersection into compliance with AODA.
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Davis Drive at Eagle Street, the north leg at the start of construction (2015)
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Davis Drive at Eagle Street, post construction



Challenging Intersections 
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The following slides represent some of the more challenging intersections that we will face when implementing AODA.Some of these intersections will require a complete rebuild.
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Bathurst Street at Milner Gate / Chabad Gate, City of Vaughan
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Highway 27 at Nashville Road, City of Vaughan
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Yonge Street at King Road, Richmond HillMassive civil work involved.Sending our electrical inspectors on a civil inspection course.



Installation 
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Early installation.Contractors complained of the weight of the tactile plates and difficulty of installation.



Acceptable 
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Not so much 
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New Construction vs. Maintenance 

• Legal interpretation: must be accessible when 
newly constructing or redeveloping public 
spaces 

• For maintenance activities, AODA requirements 
need not apply 

• For pavement rehabilitation, AODA applies only 
for continuous milling activity 
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Pavement rehab – must be considered construction.  Microsurface is considered a maintenance activity.



Rural Intersections 
• Accessibility elements (for example, tactile 

plates) are generally not provided at rural 
intersections because there are no sidewalks or 
multiuse paths 

• The primary focus is at urban intersections with 
higher volumes of pedestrians 
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There are exceptions, as there are many locations throughout the Region where one side of the road is urbanized and the other side is rural.  Since transit may be provided, we provide accessible pedestrian crossings.  



Driveways / Entranceways 

• Some municipalities specify asphalt through 
driveways and entranceways 
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(Source: Google StreetView)AODA would require the placement of tactile plates where the sidewalk meets the drivewaysThis could result in thousands of additional platesContinuing the sidewalk through driveways eliminates this requirement and highlights that pedestrians have right-of-way



Developer Initiatives 

• Developers will often add the fourth approach to 
an existing signalized intersection 

• MTO policy states when more than two 
approaches are affected, AODA applies 

• Developers will be requested to make the fourth 
leg meet accessibility requirements 

• York Region is exploring options 
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Since APS buttons cannot be added to only one approach, and the civil improvements may require the entire intersection to be rebuilt, the developer cannot be made to absorb the entire cost.The municipality often does not have the funding to contribute to the entire rebuildIntersection may not be a prioritySuggested approach at York Region is to request the developer fund works specific to their developmentThe funds would be used to rebuild the intersection at a later dateIMSA is unclear.





Doug MacKay, P.Eng., PTOE, MPA 
Manager, Electrical and Traffic 
Capital Planning and Delivery 
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1-877-464-9675 ext. 77579 
doug.mackay@york.ca 
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Just in case.
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